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Issue 001

W H AT  I S  K A I R O S ?

Welcome to the inaugural  issue 
of  KAIROS, a publ icat ion  of  the 
adul t  fa i th format ion of f ice.  The 
New Testament uses the Greek 
word `� � � � •€' (kairos) 85 t imes to 
denote the `oppor tune' ,  ` r ight' , 
or  `appointed t ime' .  It  is  used 
here in a s imi lar  sense. Now is the 
r ight  t ime ± the appointed t ime ± 
to at tune ourselves to the Word of 
God and to the s igns of  the t imes 
amidst  the dramas of  dai ly l i fe. 

The idea for KAIROS took several 
months to ferment.  We slowly 
real ised that the Bi te-Sized 
sessions that we were having 
are not as bi te-s ized as we had 
imagined them to be -  they lef t 
l i t t le room to deviate to other 
per t inent areas of  d iscussion. 
A newslet ter  would thus af ford 
us a cer tain f lexibi l i ty  and 
accessibi l i ty  in addressing you 
± the conscient ious yet cr i t ical 
Cathol ic reader. 

L ike our weekly bul let in, 
KAIROS wi l l  be kept shor t  and 
succinct .  Keeping environmental 
responsibi l i ty  in mind, KAIROS 
wi l l  be publ ished on the par ish 
websi te and can be subscr ibed to 
through the par ish webmai l .  Only 
for  those without internet access 
wi l l  a pr inted copy be provided. 
The theme for every issue of 
KAIROS wi l l  be grounded upon 
two pi l lars ± the Word of  God 
and the wor ld in which we l ive in. 

With every issue of  KAIROS, 
we hope to present to you a 
chal lenge and an oppor tuni ty to 
learn,  to love, and to l ive the 
Word of  God r ight  here in 
th is l i t t le par t  of  the wor ld we 
cal l  Singapore. 

The ar t ic les in KAIROS wi l l  be 
a synthesis of  careful ly selected 
repor ts garnered from respected 
Cathol ic publ icat ions f rom 
around the wor ld to give a general 
overview of  what is relevant and 
current in the universal  Church; 
a s imi lar  sampl ing of  local  news 
is also intended to st imulate 
ref lect ion and act ion amongst 
those of  us who make up the 
local  Church. 

N O T  A N O T H E R 

WORD 
It  is  perhaps f i t t ing to begin th is run of  Kairos wi th a ref lect ion upon 
the central i ty of  the Word of  God in our l ives as Chr ist ians -  the Bible 
is not just  another col lect ion of  quotable quotes.

The fol lowing synthesis is der ived from ar t ic les f rom two weekly 
edi t ions of  L'Osservatore Romano in October and November,  which 
repor ted on the 12th Ordinary General  Assembly of  the Synod of 
Bishops recent ly concluded at  the Vat ican. These art ic les were 
contr ibuted by bishops who were ref lect ing upon the importance 
of  the Word of  God in the l ives of  a l l  who cal l  themselves Chr ist ians.
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HOW IS FAITH ROOTED IN 
THE WORD OF GOD?

In the 5th century, as St Jerome 
translated and commentated upon 
the Bible, he astutely asserted 
that ªignorance of Scripture is 
ignorance of Christ.º An intimate 
relationship thus exists between the 
Bible and catechesis. 

Catechesis encompasses the lifelong 
instruction in the faith and initiation 
into Christian life. As such, catechesis 
± both pre-Baptismal and post-
Baptismal ± must be firmly rooted 
in the Word of God. Yet, this is not 
so. For many Catholics, the Bible is 
merely seen as a support and not the 
foundation of faith. 

As Christians, it is imperative that 
we hear the Word of God and learn 
to translate its message of salvation 
into a language that can be related to 
and identified with by those around us 
in our own local communities. Only 
then will we be better able to respond 
to the calling of God as it is revealed 
to us in the concrete challenges posed 
by society today. 

As a community, we are thus called 
to listen to the Word of God and to 
correctly interpret its message for the 
life of the community.

ªWorld Day of the Bibleº by Archbishop Jesus 

Perez Rodriguez, OFM, of Sucre, Bolivia

HOW CAN I  L IVE OUT THE 
WORD OF GOD IN MY LIFE?

The Bible concretely reveals the 
person of Jesus Christ ± obedient, 
poor, and chaste. The desire to live 
a consecrated life ± in imitation of 
Christ ± must thus be rooted in the 
attentive listening and practicing of 
the Word of God. 

Indeed, St Francis of Assisi testifies 
to this indivisible link between 
listening and practicing the Word 
of God. When at Mass one morning 
in the chapel of St Mary of the 
Angels in Assisi, as he listened to the 
Gospel of the day which recounted 
how the disciples of Christ were 
to possess neither gold, silver, nor 
copper - not even a bag, two tunics, 
sandals, or a staff for the journey -

St Francis took these words to heart and abandoned his earthly possessions 
as soon as the Mass was concluded. 

This seemingly impossible example of St Francis of Assisi reveals not only 
the need to listen to the Word of God but also to be willing to put into 
practice what one has heard. This is the seed of the consecrated life. The 
Word of God is life but if it remains only in the head without animating the 
whole person, the Word of God remains but a single grain with no life. 

As such, listening to, studying, and reflecting upon the Word of God cannot 
be divorced from living, practicing, and experiencing the Word of God in 
daily life. Only then do we allow the Word of God to form and mould us. 

ªConsecrated Life and the Gospelº by Reverend Jose Rodriguez Carballo, OFM, Minister General of 

the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor

HOW CAN I  AVOID MISREADING THE WORD OF GOD?

Despite their good will, many Christians today fall prey to a false reading of 
the Bible. Amongst many Christians, an authentic understanding of the Word 
of God has long been crippled by the sole reliance on Scripture alone and 
the rejection of Tradition, as advocated since the Protestant Reformation. In 
this vacuum, amidst our modern culture of materialism, consumerism, and 
individualism, elements foreign to Christianity have slowly and insidiously 
been introduced to encourage a false reading of the Bible. 

In their fundamentalism, certain pseudo-Christian sects and groups endorse 
a `prosperity gospel', which in itself is grounded upon a superficial and 
subjective view of the human individual as the only point of reference. This 
has led to the use and abuse of the Word of God to promote modern forms 
of idolatry ± money, pleasure, goods, and freedoms are pursued as ends in 
themselves. 

Especially in developing communities where material poverty is widespread, 
proponents of this `prosperity gospel' sow the seeds of heresy by promoting 
a false God who appears to be rooted in the Bible but is otherwise anything 
but Christian. By condemning poverty as a `curse' to be avoided and extolling 
riches as a `blessing' to be pursued, the `prosperity gospel' misreads and 
misrepresents the Word of God. 
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St Jerome translating the Bible into Latin 
by Caravaggio
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While the need to improve the lives of the poor necessitates the alleviation of poverty and the promotion of social 
justice, this does not justify the corruption of the Word of God to propagate a particular view of economic prosperity. 
To remain true to the Word of God, the reading of Scripture must be guided by Tradition to ground our encounter with 
the person of Jesus Christ, who points the way towards solidarity, conversion, and communion.

ªNo to `Theology of Prosperity'º by Bishop Victor Hugo Palma Paul of Escuintla, Guatemala

HOW THEN CAN I READ THE BIBLE?

History offers many striking examples of how many men and women, in reading and listening to the Word of God, have 
been led to dramatic reordering of their lives in response to their encounter with Jesus Christ. The radical demands 
of the Bible necessitate an equally radical response from Christians; St Francis of Assisi provides one such example of 
radical response to the radical demands of the Word of God. Perhaps imitating his method of reading and listening to 
the Word of God might help us gain or regain an encounter with Jesus Christ?

St Francis understood that the Bible should not be misused as a proof text from which every solution to every question 
can somehow be found embedded in its words and verses. Contrary to modern scientific methods of interpretation, 
Divine Truth cannot be derived simply by deconstructing the text. Instead, the Bible reveals the saving action of God 
when it is taken as a whole and when it is listened to and related to in a personal way. As such, the Franciscan reading 
of the Bible begins sine glossa ± without academic commentary ± in recognition of the sacramental character of the 
Bible: the Word of God is the sign and revelation of God and His saving action, not merely a historical document to 
be critiqued and comprehended. 

ªFranciscan Reading of the Bibleº by Archbishop Stanislav Zvolensky of Bratislava, Slovakia

St Francis of Assisi 
meditating upon the Bible 
by El Greco
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HOW CAN I ENCOUNTER JESUS CHRIST IN THE WORD OF GOD?

As a continuation of the celebration of the Eucharist, the Seven-Steps method 
to sharing the Word of God has proven to be a key in encountering Jesus 
Christ in the Bible. Far from being another method of Bible study where 
participants discuss Jesus, the Seven-Steps method is a process in Bible 
sharing where we try to encounter Jesus Christ. The Word of God does not 
merely convey information about the person of Jesus; instead, the Word of 
God is a sacramental sign that He is present amongst us. 

In Step One, we invite Jesus to walk with us.
In Steps Two and Three, we sit with Jesus to listen to Him.
In Step Four, we let Jesus touch us with a word in silence.

In Step Five, we share what has touched us in a personal way.
In Step Six, we ask Jesus what He is calling us to do as a group.

In Step Seven, we pray from the heart. 

By practicing the Seven-Steps, we do not speak about Jesus, we speak to him, 
and we let him speak to us. The Seven-Steps are used by Small Christian 
Communities as a means of connecting and grounding faith and life in 
the Word of God, and rightfully so: with the Seven-Steps, Small Christian 
Communities that include the young and the old can grow to become schools 
of prayer that inculcate the listening and the practicing of the Word of God 
in daily life. 

ªSeven Steps to Sharing the Gospelº by Bishop Emeritus Oswald Georg Hirmer of Umtata, South Africa
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HEADLINES: 
THE HERE AND THE NOW 
 
01 Dec 08: 
MOH Expects Total Number of HIV 
Cases in 2008 to Exceed 2007 Figure 

02 Dec 08: 
Ministry of Manpower Resolves 
Salary Dispute Involving Bangladeshi 
Workers

04 Dec 08: 
No Swift Resolution for Lehman 
Minibond Holders

05 Dec 08: 
Labour chief Lim Swee Say Urges 
Employers to Give Priority to Local 
Workers

QUERY:
Do I know anyone in my neighbourhood 
affected by these recent happenings?

What can I do to help them?

How can I convey to them the Gospel, 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, in a way 
that really brings good news to their 
situations?

Reading the Bible 
with new glasses
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