WHAT IS KAIROS?

A\

: Welcome to the inaugural issue
of KAIROS, a publication of the
adult faith formation office. The

: New Testament uses the Greek
; ' word €' (kairos) 85 times to

) denote the “opportune', ‘right',
A PL*BLICATION OF THE ADULT FAITH FOR' ATION OFFICE or ‘appointed time'. It is used

'/Second Sunday of Advent, 07 Dec 08 here in a similar sense. Now is the
<\ ! right time + the appointed time +
/] / to attune ourselves to the Word of

God and to the signs of the times
amidst the dramas of daily life.

;' e / . The idea for KAIROS took several
/ o . months to ferment. We slowly
e o realised that the Bite-Sized
' : sessions that we were having
are not as bite-sized as we had
imagined them to be - they left
little room to deviate to other
pertinent areas of discussion.
A newsletter would thus afford
us a certain flexibility and
accessibility in addressing you
+ the conscientious yet critical

Catholic reader.

Like our weekly bulletin,
KAIROS will be kept short and
succinct. Keeping environmental
responsibility in mind, KAIROS
will be published on the parish
website and can be subscribed to
through the parish webmail. Only
for those without internet access
will a printed copy be provided.
The theme for every issue of
Issue 001 KAIROS will be grounded upon
two pillars £ the Word of God
and the world in which we live in.

N O T A N O T H E R With every issue of KAIROS,

we hope to present to you a
challenge and an opportunity to

learn, to love, and to live the
Word of God right here in
this little part of the world we
call Singapore.

The articles in KAIROS will be

a synthesis of carefully selected
It is perhaps fitting to begin this run of Kairoishwa reflection uponreports garnered from respected
the centrality of the Word of God in our lives dsi€tians - the BibleCatholic publications from
is not just another collection of quotable quotes. around the world to give a general

overview of what is relevant and
The following synthesis is derived from articlesnftwo weekly current in the universal Church;
editions ofL'Osservatore Romaim October and November, whicta similar sampling of local news
reported on the 12th Ordinary General Assembly hef $ynod of is also intended to stimulate
Bishops recently concluded at the Vatican. Thesielesr were reflection and action amongst
contributed by bishops who were reflecting upon ithportance those of us who make up the
of the Word of God in the lives of all who callniselves Christians. local Church.
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HOW IS FAITH ROOTED IN St Francis took these words to heart and abandwsiedhrthly possessions
THE WORD OF GOD? as soon as the Mass was concluded.

In the 5th century, as St JeromEhis seemingly impossible example of St Frandssidi reveals not only

translated and commentated upahe need to listen to the Word of God but also @owhlling to put into

the Bible, he astutely assertgadactice what one has heard. This is the seecde afotisecrated life. The

that 2ignorance of Scripture i®Word of God is life but if it remains only in thealk without animating the

ignorance of Christ.® An intimatewhole person, the Word of God remains but a sgrgia with no life.

relationship thus exists between the

Bible and catechesis. As such, listening to, studying, and reflectingh upe Word of God cannot
be divorced from living, practicing, and expenmgntihe Word of God in

Catechesis encompasses the lifeladagy life. Only then do we allow the Word of Goddrm and mould us.

instruction in the faith and initiation

into Christian life. As such, cateches®nsecrated Life and the Gospel® by ReverBodrigsez Carballo, OFM, Minister General of

+ both pre-Baptismal and posthe Franciscan Order of Friars Minor

Baptismal + must be firmly rooted

in the Word of God. Yet, this is not

so. For many Catholics, the Bible BOW CAN | AVOID MISREADING THE WORD OF GOD?

merely seen as a support and not the

foundation of faith. Despite their good will, many Christians todaypfiay to a false reading of
the Bible. Amongst many Christians, an authentenmstanding of the Word

As Christians, it is imperative thaif God has long been crippled by the sole reli@mc®cripture alone and

we hear the Word of God and learthe rejection of Tradition, as advocated sinc@tbiestant Reformation. In

to translate its message of salvatitis vacuum, amidst our modern culture of matenialconsumerism, and

into a language that can be relateditalividualism, elements foreign to Christianityehalowly and insidiously

and identified with by those around useen introduced to encourage a false reading Bfhilee

in our own local communities. Only

then will we be better able to respond their fundamentalism, certain pseudo-Christeassand groups endorse

to the calling of God as it is revealed ‘prosperity gospel', which in itself is groungesh a superficial and

to us in the concrete challenges posatbjective view of the human individual as the pwilyt of reference. This

by society today. has led to the use and abuse of the Word of Gpdotoote modern forms
of idolatry + money, pleasure, goods, and freedmmgursued as ends in

As a community, we are thus callédemselves.

to listen to the Word of God and to

correctly interpret its message for thspecially in developing communities where mapenalirty is widespread,

life of the community. proponents of this “prosperity gospel' sow thes sddteresy by promoting
a false God who appears to be rooted in the Biblis lbtherwise anything

aworld Day of the Bible® by Archbishop Jdéxut Christian. By condemning poverty as a ‘curde avoided and extolling

Perez Rodriguez, OFM, of Sucre, Bolivia  riches as a “blessing' to be pursued, the “ptpsgespel’ misreads and
misrepresents the Word of God.

HOW CAN | LIVE OUT THE
WORD OF GOD IN MY LIFE?

The Bible concretely reveals the
person of Jesus Christ + obedient,
poor, and chaste. The desire to live
a consecrated life £ in imitation of
Christ £ must thus be rooted in the
attentive listening and practicing of
the Word of God.

Indeed, St Francis of Assisi testifies
to this indivisible link between
listening and practicing the Word
of God. When at Mass one morning
in the chapel of St Mary of the
Angels in Assisi, as he listened to the
Gospel of the day which recounted
how the disciples of Christ were
to possess neither gold, silver, nor
copper - not even a bag, two tunics,
sandals, or a staff for the journey -
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